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°udhina li-lladhina yugataliina bi-°annahum dbhulimti 
Permission to fight back is granted to those being attacked. 


For they have been oppressed! 
(Sirah al-Hajj 22:39) 
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*inna-l-ladhina farraqu dinahum wa kanu shiva’ an 
lasta minhum fi shay°in °innama °amruhum *ila-Llahi 
thumma yunabbi°uhum bima kant yaf‘alun 
As for those who split up their religion and become sects, 
you will not have anything to do with them. 

Their matter rests only with Allah; 
then He will inform them concerning what they used to do. 
(Surah al-°An‘am 6:159) 
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yaa °ayyuha-l-ladhina °’amanii °ati‘u-llaha wa °ati‘u -r-rasula 
wa °uli-l-°amri minkum 
Oh you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, 


and those from among you who are invested with authority! 
(Stratu-n-Nisaa° 4: Pee 
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yaa °ayyuha-l-ladhina °amanti ‘alaykum ern 
1a yadurrukum man dalla °idha °ihtadaytum; 
*ila-lahi marji‘ukum jami‘an 
fa-yunabbi°ukum bi-ma kufitum ta°maltin 
‘O you who have come to believe! 
You are responsible for your own souls 
Those who have gone astray can cause you no harm 
if you [yourselves] are guided. 
You must [all] return to Allah 


and He will inform you [about] all you did. 
Sunes ]-Maa° idah 5:105) 
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wa-l-takun minkum °ummatun yad‘una *ila- [- baud 
wa ya°muruna bi-l-ma‘rifi wa yanhawna ‘ani-l-munkar; 
wa °ula°ika humu-l-muflihin 
“Let there arise from you a community inviting to all that is good, 
enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: 
they are the ones to attain felicity” 
Verily, I heard the Prophet #% say, 
“If the people see a wrongdoer and they do not take him by his 


hands, soon Allah will inflict them all with a punishment from Him.” 
[at-Tirmidhi, °Abu Dawid , ibn Majah and Ahmad] 
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wa kadhalika oakhdbu rabbika °idha -akhadha-l-qura 
wa hiya dhalimah; °inna °akhdhahu °’alimun shadida 
Such is the iron grip of your Lord when He seizes the cities 
who oppress [the people]. His grip is painful, violent. 
(Strah al-Had 11:102) 
“ya “ibadiy °inni harramtu-dh-dbulma “ala nafsiy wa ja‘altuhu 
baynakum muharraman, fa 14 tadhalamu.” 
“Oh My worshippers, I have forbidden myself oppression 
and I have made it forbidden between you, 


so do not oppress one another.” 
Muslim 
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hal yandburina °illa °an ta°tiyahumu-l-malaa°ikatu 
aw ya°tiya amru rabbik? 
kadhalika fa°ala-l-ladhina min qabalihim; 
wa ma dhalamahumu-lahu wa lakin kant °afifusahum yadblimtin 
What are they waiting for 
but the angels to come to them or your Lord's command to come? 
That is like what those before them did. 


Allah did not oppress them; rather they oppressed themselves. 
(Stratu-n-Nahl 16:33) 


Abii Said al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet #% said, 
“Whoever of you sees an evil must change it with his hand. If he is 
not able to do so, then [he must change it] with his tongue. And if 
he is not able to do that, then [he must change it] with his heart. And 
that is the slightest [effect of] faith.” (at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawid, al- 
Nasaa°i’, ibn Majah and Muslim) 
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*Ibn Mas‘id narrated that the Prophet #% said, “There is no prophet 
that was sent to a nation before me except that he had helpers and 
companions. They would follow his way and implement his orders. 
After them came generations that would say what they did not do 
and do what they did not say. Whoever struggled against them with 
his hand is a believer. Whoever struggled against them with his 
tongue is a believer. And whoever struggled against them with his 
heart is a believer. Beyond that there is no faith, even equivalent to 
the amount of a mustard seed... [Muslim] 


Allah 3 says, 
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lu‘ina-l-ladhina kafarti' min bani °israa°ila ‘ala lisani dawuida wa 
“Isa °ibni maryama; dhalika bi-ma “asaw wa kanii ya‘tadiin ¢ kanu 
1a yatanahawna “an mufikarin fa-°alth; labi°sa ma kant yaf“aliin 
Those of the Children of Israel who went astray were cursed 
by the tongues of Dawid and ‘Isa, son of Maryam. 
That is because they rebelled [against Allah] 
and transgressed the bounds [set by Allah]. 

They did not stop one another from the evil which they were doing. 
And truly what they used to do was vile. 
(Suratu-l-Maa°idah 5:78-79) 

Verily, I heard the Prophet #% say, 


“If the people see a wrongdoer and they do not take him by his 
hands, soon Allah will inflict them all with a punishment from 
Him.” [at-Tirmidhi, °Abu Dawid, ibn Majah and Ahmad] 

From reading all of this we would conclude then that what we see 
going on at present, where the people have risen up and peacefully 
resisted the corrupt despotic oppressive rulers (dhalimin), that they 
are entirely within their right to do so. Certainly there is no doubt 
that the rulers, everywhere, are corrupt, despotic and oppressors and 
certainly there is no doubt that this has always been so and certainly 
there is no doubt it will continue to be so moreover... 
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It is forbidden to every Muslim to accept the status quo or to allow 
oneself to support the oppressors in any way, which is part of at- 
ta©awuni ‘ala-l-ithmi wa-l-“udwdGn (aiding one another in sin and 
transgression against others) which Allah 3& forbade in the Qur'an. 
The Prophet #% said about the days when Muslims face oppressive 
leaders: “Satakinu‘alaykum umard‘un ta‘rifuna minhum wa tun- 
kirtin. Fa man °ankara [bi-lisanihi] fagad bari‘a wa man kariha 
[bi qalbihi] fagad salima wa lakin man radhiya wa taba‘...” 


“There will be over you rulers in whom you will see some good and 
some evil. Whoever refutes them [with his tongue] has achieved 
innocence. Whoever hates them [with his heart] has survived, but as 
for the one who accepts and goes along...! (Muslim, at-Tirmidhi, 
°Abu Dawud) and he stopped there and did not finish his words. 


Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet 2% said, 


“There will be trials and tribulations wherein the one sitting is better 
than the one standing. The one standing will be better than the one 
walking. The one walking will be better than the one running. 
Whoever will expose himself to these afflictions, they will destroy 
him. So whoever can find a place or protection or refuge from them 
should take shelter in it.” [al-Bukhari and Muslim] 


Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman said “The people used to ask the Prophet 
& about the good things while I would ask him about evil out of 
fear that it might reach me. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah 8%, we 
were in ignorance and evil and Allah 3% came with this good. Will 
there be any evil after this good?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ I said, “Will there 
be any good after that evil?’ He replied, ‘Yes, but it will contain 
some smoke [that is, it will be polluted and not completely pure].’ I 
said, “What will be its smoke?’ He said, ‘A people who will guide 
but not by my guidance, You will recognize some things from them 
[as correct] and you will reject others.’ I said, “Will there be any 
evil after that good?’ He replied, ‘Yes, [there will be] callers to the 
gates of Hell, Whoever responds to them will be flung into it.’ I 
said, ‘Oh Prophet #% describe them to us.’ He said, ‘They are of our 
skin and they speak our language.’ I said, “What do you order me to 
do if I should encounter them?’ He said, ‘Stick to the community of 
the Muslims and their °Imam [leader].’ I said, “Suppose there is no 
such community or °Imam?’ 
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“He said, “Withdraw from all of those sects, even if you have to 
chew on the roots of trees until death comes upon you while you are 
in that state.’” (al-Bukhart, insta °Abu aio 
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sania Battal 1a takiina fitnatun wa Et -|-d-dinu-li-lah 
fa-°ini °ifitahaw fa-la “udwana i114 “ala-dh-dbalimin 
Fight them until there is no more fitna and the din belongs to Allah. 


If they cease, there should be no enmity towards any but the unjust. 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:193) 


JEN c. O8) als 
wa-l-fitnatu °ashaddu mina-l-qatal 
and fitna is worse than fighting 
(Stiratu-1-Baqarah 2:191) 
We find that this view of resisting evil with one’s hands or with 
one’s mouth or, at least, in one’s heart and actively confronting 
despots and oppressors on an individual and communal level 
changed greatly after Ibn Taymiyya and others holding to his way 
of thought became more influential within the Muslim community, 
especially given his declaration, “Sixty years with an unjust ruler 
are preferable to one night with an ineffective one.” 


In fact I was recently sitting with a young graduate of al-Azhar from 
faculty of ’usilu-d-din talking about recent events in Egypt who 
mentioned the above and said he agreed totally with Ibn Taymiyyah. 


Take the following hadith, “If the people see a wrongdoer and they 
do not take him by his hands, soon Allah will inflict them all with a 
punishment from Him.” [at-Tirmidhi, °Abu Dawid, °ibn Majah and 
Ahmad], or, “Whoever struggled against them [the despots and op- 
pressors] with his hand is a believer. Whoever struggled against 
them with his tongue is a believer. And whoever struggled against 
them with his heart is a believer. Beyond that there is no faith, even 
equivalent to the amount of a mustard seed... [Muslim]” The young 
‘alim believed this hadith was superceded by the juridical implica- 
tions and ramifications famously expressed in the following °ayat: 
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yaa °ayyuha-l-ladhina °’amaniti °ati‘u-llaha wa °ati‘u -r-rasila 
wa *uli-l-°amri minkum 
Oh you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, 
and those from among you who are invested with authority! 
(Strah an-Nisaa° 4:59) 

However, the crucical words here are, “and those from among you 
who are invested with authority.” which was consensually, in the 
Sunni world, understood after the demise of the Khulafa’i Rashidin 

to be any king, ruler, or khalifah (414) who happened to be in power. 


But what if the king, ruler, or khalifah or the one who happened to 
be in power was a despot and an oppressor? What recourse did the 
people who were oppressed have against such figures — and in truth 
these figures were — and still are — numerous. Consider this °ayat: 
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°udhbina li-lladhina yuqataliina bi-°annahum dbulimi 


Permission to fight back is granted to those being attacked. 
For they have been oppressed! 
(Sirah al-Hajj 22:39) 
=o 


What exactly is oppression or what is called dhulm (al) in Arabic? 


The Engish dictionary defines oppression as “prolonged cruel or 
unjust treatment or control, and gives an example of its use in a 
sentence, ‘Gaza is a region shattered by oppression, occupation and 
killing’. It also notes that oppression may mean: 


* the state of being subject to such treatment or control. 


and also mentions mental pressure or distress as being forms of op- 
pression and then shows it use in another sentence: “The young 
people in this country have known nothing but oppression.” it gives 
a list of synonyms: persecution, abuse, maltreatment, ill-treatment, 
tyranny, despotism repression, suppression, subjection, subjugation; 
cruelty, brutality, injustice, hardship, suffering, misery. 


In the Wikipedia we find...““Oppression is the exercise of authority 
or power in a burdensome, cruel, or unjust manner.” 
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It can also be defined as an act or instance of oppressing, the state of 
being oppressed, and the feeling of being heavily burdened, 
mentally or physically, by troubles, adverse conditions, and anxiety. 


The lyrics in a rock song of a previous generation summon people 
saying, “Hey people take a good look at what’s goin’ down. Take a 
good look at what’s goin’ round.” 


So let’s look at recent events in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Libya, 
Bahrein, Syria and try to understand what’s, “goin down.” during 
the first six months of 2011/1432 and the rising up of the people, a 
great many of whom are from the shabdb or the youth, who are in 
open revolt precisely against those corrupt oppressors (dhalamin 
/.L4) invested with authority (ali-l-?amri/ jee ts!) over them 
such as Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of Tunis, Hosni Mubarak of Misr, 
‘Ai ‘Abdullah Saleh of the Yemen, Col. Ghadafi of Libya, the Al- 
Khalifa family of Bahrain, Sultan Qabiis of Oman, Bashar Hafidh 
al-°Assad, Ahmadinejad of Iran and the various other tyrants, 
despots, autocrats, dictators, subjugators and tormentors. 


But from the point of view of ibn Taymiyyah and his school such 
revolt is contrary to what Allah 3% has revealed in Qur°an because, 
“the prohibition of revolution is based upon the prevention of 
greater evil and corruption in the land and the prevention of greater 
harm to the Muslims in general that almost invariably arises from 
such revolts. As for even when clear, manifest disbelief is observed 
from the one in authority, then this in and of itself does not warrant 
revolt and rebellion and fighting without exception.” 


Indeed, Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Khurij against the Rulers states, 
“The prohibition of revolting is based upon the prevention of 
greater evil and corruption in the land and the prevention of greater 
harm to the Muslims in general that almost invariably arises from 
such revolts. As for when clear, manifest disbelief is observed from 
the one in authority, then this in and of itself does not warrant revolt 
and rebellion and fighting without exception. 


What does ‘without exception’ mean when the Prophet #% said, “A 
true Muslim is one from [the crimes of] whose tongue and hands, all 
other Muslims are safe; and a true Mu°min is one from whom peo- 
ple’s lives and wealth are secured; and a true Mujahid is one, who 
subdues his inner self and forces it into obedience to Allah 3%.” 
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The Prophet #% also said “By the One, Who controls my life in His 
hand, no such person shall enter Paradise, whose neighbor was not 
safe from his transgressions.” Bukhari (narrative no. 10, 11 and 
6119), Muslim (narrative no. 40, 41 and 42), at-Tirmidhi. (narrative 
no. 2504, 2627 and 2628) 
The death toll since the beginning of fighting in Libya, according to 
Human Rights Watchgroup could be as high as 15,000 or more. 
More Afghans are dying in their country's bloody insurgency than at 
any time since 2001, a new UN report says, thanks largely to the 
Taliban’s (4/4) use of indiscriminate roadside bombs and suicide 
attackers. The findings released yesterday came as at least six civil- 
ians were shot dead in Helmand and a series of bomb attacks around 
the country killed or wounded bystanders. 
According to the UN, at least 2,412 civilians were killed last year 
and a further 3,566 wounded by Taliban-led insurgents. This could, 
however, be a fraction of the true total: human rights advocates say 
many families caught up in the insurgency live in areas too danger- 
ous for researchers to collect information on casualties. 


In Yemen, in order to suppress the peaceful uprisings incited by the 
people’s frustration with the government, President Saleh has sent 
out riot police to use brutality and tear gas on anyone in opposition. 
In the city of Taiz alone, 15 people were killed and 30 more were 
injured yesterday after police discovered them trying to breach a 
government building. Similarly, “following a 2:00 a.m. protest in 
the nearby city of Hudaida, police attacked protesters heading to the 
presidential palace. Consequently, three people were struck by bul- 
lets, 30 were stabbed by knives, and 270 others were harmed from 
the inhalation of tear gas.” 


Or this news report: “Manama, Bahrain; Saudi soldiers fired live 
rounds on thousands of marching protesters in this Gulf emirate. 
Tanks have been used to fire on and destroy more than 20 mosques. 


“The security forces from Saudi Arabia are even attacking doctors 
in hospitals, nurses in the streets and a military officer has seized 
control of a hospital in the Bahrain capital. The forces have used 
tanks and helicopters to force protesters off the streets which is not 
only shocking but illegal. Amnesty International is requesting the 
US and other countries to stop selling arms to the Saudi and Bahrain 
governments being used against anti-government protesters.” 
—~8- 
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“The role of the US government in providing arms to Middle East 
dictators or royals is unconscionable, as is the use of the weapons 
on their own people by the royals. The US is complicit in being a 
provider of military arms against peaceful protests which has 
stained their reputation in the eyes of the people. The rubber bullets, 
tear gas, tanks and live ammunition now being used against citizens 
of Bahrain (and Gaza) are all marked ‘made in the USA.’” 
The key phrase in the last news item and what is common to all of 
these reports is that it is Muslims who are killing, maiming, terroriz- 
ing, beating, shooting, raping etc. other Muslims despite the Prophet 
#& saying “A true Muslim is one from [the transgressions of] whose 
tonguel and hands, all other Muslims are safe; 
Some years ago in 1992 there was a huge outcry against the destruc- 
tion in India of the Babri masjid in Ayodhya, a city in Uttar Pradesh. 
It was destroyed when a political rally developed into a riot in- 
volving 150,000 people organized by the Hindu fundamentalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party and allied organizations. Muslims were up in 
arms and there was wide spread disturbances and rioting as a result. 
What does it mean then, when we read that a few weeks back in Pe- 
shawar, Pakistan (a ‘Muslim’ country) ten worshippers, including a 
child, were killed and 30 others injured when a powerful bomb blast 
totally destroyed a mosque in Nowshera in northwest Pakistan. 
The explosion targeted the mosque inside Akhun Punjo Baba Shrine 
(mazdr/,|;———~) in Akbarpura area of Nowshera, about 15 km from 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa capital Peshawar. 
Scores of people were offering Friday prayers at the masjid while 
hundreds had gathered to take food from a ‘langar' or community 
kitchen. 
The Taliban (all of whom profess to being ‘Muslim’) have claimed 
responsibility for this and several recent attacks on masajid in cities 
across Pakistan, including Lahore and Karachi. 
In Jamrud, a Pakistani suicide bomber blew himself up during Fri- 
day prayers at a packed masjid leaving around 50 dead and scores 
wounded in one of the bloodiest recent attacks in the nation. 
This quote from a report by Fida Muhammad Bangash, a senior ad- 
ministration official in the Khyber Agency: “Blood-soaked caps, 
shoes and shirts lay around the flattened mosque, where dazed sur- 
vivors looked on as rescue workers dug bodies out of the rubble.” 
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Here is another item from Jakarta in Indonesia (another ‘Muslim’ 
country) from Asia News: “A suicide bomber blew himself up today 
at Taka mosque in Ciberon (West Java) a town about 300 km from 
Jakarta. The toll is about 28 wounded, including several policemen. 
The suicide bombing took place shortly before the Friday prayers, 
while the faithful were gathering inside the building. 

According to authorities the attack was organized by a group of 
Salafi Islamic terrorists in revenge for the recent operations carried 
out by the Indonesian police (who are all of course also ‘Muslim’). 


As one contemporary Muslim scholar wrote, “Zealots are a plague 
upon religion. Extremists come in two types. The first is a react- 
ionary extremist who falls far right of a center-point. Reactionary 
extremists do not want any pluralism; they view the world in melo- 
dramatic, black and white, good and evil terms. They are good and 
anyone who opposes them is evil. From among the Muslims these 
are people who ‘excommunicate’ any Muslim who fails to share 
their interpretations of the Qur°an or, what they imagine to be, the 
Sunnah of the Prophet #%. They use takfir [denouncing a Muslim as 
an unbeliever] and character assassination as a tool for margin- 
alizing any criticism directed at them. In turn they are used by the 
Western media in order to scare people and cause them to believe 
that Muslims are insane. Unfortunately, our communities provide 
them with much fuel to fire their incendiary flames.” 


“Islam has been hijacked by a discourse of anger and by the 
rhetoric of rage. We have allowed for too long our mimbars to 
become platforms for people who are often recognizable psycho- 
paths who use anger — a very powerful emotion — to fire Muslims 
up, only to leave them feeling bitter and spiteful towards people 
who in the most part, given the level of the populist media, are 
completely unaware of the true conditions that prevail.” 

The Prophet #&% said: “There will come a time for my people when 
there will remain nothing of °Islam except its name and those who 
call themselves by this name will be the furthest from it, and of the 
Qur°’an nothing will remain except its outward form. The masajid 
will be full of people but they will be empty of right guidance. The 
religious leaders (fugaha’/-\4~—4_4) of that day will be the most evil 
religious leaders under the heavens; sedition and dissen-sion (fitnah) 
will go out from them and return to them.” (ibn Babuya) 
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If we do not want to be classified among those who call themselves 
Muslims but are the furthest from it, we must find our way back to 
the middle path that Allah 3% has described and that the Prophet #% 
has manifested by actively being the mercy to all of creation. Then 
we will be truly both the followers of the Prophet #& and we will be 
those who act on the real oe of Allah aay in the ee an. 
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°inna-l-ladhina farraqu dinahum wa kanii reer an 
lasta minhum ff shay°in °innama °amruhum °*ila-lahi 
thumma yunabbi°hum bima kani yaf<altin 


As for those who split up their religion and became sects, 
you will not have anything to do with them. 
Their matter rests only with Allah; 
then He will inform them concerning what they used to do. 
(Sirah al-°An‘am 6.159) 
When we try to understand the source of this rage that leads to 
Muslims killing other Muslims; leads to Muslims takfiring other 
Muslims, refusing to pray behind this °imam or that °imam; what 
we find is arrogant intolerance based on the belief that each sect 
hold that they alone are the one sect of the 73 sects at the end of 
time that will enter the Garden and everyone else is dammed. 


And everywhere you look it is this sect versus that sect — Sunni vs. 
Shi‘ah, Wahhabis vs. Ahlu-s-Sunnah wa Jama‘ah, Deobandis vs 
Barelwis, Salafis vs Sufis, Ikhwan Muslimiinis vs. Secularists, 
Jama‘at Tablighis vs ISNA’s, ICNA’s and the Triple I T’ers, and all 
of them are at war with one another, calling each other apostates, 
blowing themselves up at Friday prayers, killing each other and 
even raping Muslim women while all the time protesting the vicious 
Crusader forces when in truth more Muslims are being killed by 
other Muslims than Muslims are being killed by the Crusader forces, 
which is not to say the Crusaders are not busy killing Muslims across 
the world. As Bob Marley put it, “Everywhere is war.” 

And the Signs of the Hour are now everywhere to be seen. Accord- 
ing to the narration of Abu Huraira ¢ (Sahih Bukhari, Afflictions 
and the End of the World, Volume 9, Book 88,) some of these are: 
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“The Prophet #% said, ‘The Hour will not be established (1) till two 
big groups fight each other whereupon there will be a great number 
of casualties on both sides and they will be following one and the 
same religious doctrine, (2) till about thirty Dajjals (liars) appear, 
and each one of them will claim that he is the Prophet of Allah 2%, 
(3) till the religious knowledge is taken away (by the death of 
religious scholars) (4) earthquakes will increase in number (5) time 
will pass quickly, (6) afflictions will appear, (7) killing, (i.e., al- 
Harj) will increase, (8) till wealth will be in abundance—so 
abundant that a wealthy person will worry lest nobody should 
accept his Zakat, and whenever he will present it to someone, that 
person (to whom it will be offered) will say, ‘I am not in need of it.’ 
(9) till the desert dwellers compete with one another in constructing 
high buildings, (10) till a man when passing by a grave of someone 
will say, “Would that I were in his place (11) and till the sun rises 
from the West. So when the sun will rise and the people will see it 
(rising from the West) they will all believe (embrace °Islam) but 
that will be the time when: “The Prophet #% said, The Hour will 
not come until the sun rises from the West. When the people see it, 
whoever is living on earth will believe, but that will be the time 
when it will do no good to a soul to believe in if it had not believed 
before.’” (Bukhari) 


“And the Hour will not be established until two men spreading a 
garment in front of them will not be able to sell it, nor fold it up; 
and the Hour will not be established until a man who has milked his 
she-camel and has taken away the milk will not be able to drink it; 
and the Hour will not be established before a man repairing a trough 
(for his livestock) is unable to water (his animals) in it; and the 
Hour will not be established until a person has raised a morsel (of 
food) to his mouth but ve not be able to eat it.” 
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hal yandburina °illa an ta°tiyahumu-|-mala’ikatu 
°aw ya°tiya rabbuka ’aw ya°tiya ba‘du °ayati rabbika 
yawma ya°ti ba‘du °ayati rabbika 1a yanfa‘u nafsan °Imanuha 
lam takun °Amanat min qabalu °aw kasabat fii °Imaniha khayran 
quli-n-tadbirti °inn muntadhirin 
What are they waiting for but for the angels to come to them 
or for your Lord Himself to come, 
or for one of your Lord’s Signs to come? 
On the day that one of your Lord’s Signs does come, 
no *iman which a self professes will be of any use to it 
if it did not have °iman before and earn good in its °iman’. 
Say: ‘Wait! We too are waiting.’ 
(Strah al-°An‘am 6.158) 

As we can see many of these Signs of the Hour are now quite clear 
even if some of the Signs have not yet been established but this 
school of thought says it has nothing to with the Hour and that such 
tribulations, many of which appear to stem from oppressive rulers, 
are actually from Allah 3% and should be met with “humility and 
submission” and “taqwa, supplication, remorse and abstention from 
sin” rather than resisting and rising up against the forces of 
oppression (djulm/als) and the oppressors (adh-dhdlmin/:.+)U!)). 
What such thought has led to is something commonly seen on TV in 
Muslim countries at the time of the two °Eids, where the despotic 
ruler, who after all, is a ‘Muslim’, has kept the masdjid open, estab- 
lished the call to salat and maintained religious schools and institu- 
tions, etc.) is flanked, on one side by the head of the compliant court 
“ulema and by the chief mufti on his other side. Such a sight is seen 
twice a year in almost every Muslim country from Senegal to 
Indonesia and all those in between — because it is by such actions as 
keeping the masdjid open, the call to prayer public, etc. that the 
bona-fides of the despot (dhdlim/ »—\_4) as a member of ulu-l-’amr 
are supposedly established, and change is forever pre-empted no 
matter how the people suffer at the hands of said oppressors. 
1. And °iman is defined by the Prophet 8% who said. “la yu’min bi-llah hatta 

yuhibba li-’akhihi ma yuhibba li-nafsi. “No one is a believer (has ’iman) 


until he loves for his brother what he loves for him self.” (Bukhari, Muslim) 
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Guiding our Actions 

Obviously this view has now been called into question in Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria etc. So what should 
we think of these mainly young Muslims who have openly set aside 
five hundred years of juridical opinion and taken matters into their 
own hands and sought, mainly by peaceful means, to depose the 
oppressors and despots? Have they strayed from °Islam? Are they 
heretics or apostates? Or are they the sincere ones (al-mukhlisin) 
who have acted in accord with what °Abu Said al-Khudri narrated 
that the Prophet & said, “Whoever of you sees an evil must then 
change it with his hand. If he is not able to do so, then [he must 
change it] with his tongue. And if he is not able to do so, then [he 
must change it] with his heart. And that is the slightest [effect of] 
faith.” (at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, al-Nasa°i’, and Muslim) 


For my own part I am of the opinion that the answer to this question 
lies in understanding what is really meant by “those who are in 
authority” (°ali-l-’amr), because until the meaning of ‘’ali-l-?amr’ 
is clearly understood the whole equation is questionable even 
though the Wahhibin, Salafin and some Berelewis take the position 
that a despotic ruler, given he fulfills the certain pre-requisites, is to 
be obeyed in all cases even to the point where I have heard people 
of Dr Naik’s persuasion take the position that when al-Husayn 
discovered that Yazid had established his authority as the amiru-l- 
mu?minin, al-Husayn x8 should have agreed to accept him as khalifa. 


As a Muslim who professes Sufism I find it increasingly difficult to 
indentify with any of these modern day schools as, for the most 
part, they all seem to have strayed very far from the noble ideals of 
the Prophet % and those who directly succceeded him. 
From a Sifi perspective the °i#i-/-’amr clearly are our shuyukh 3. 
When Surah an-Nisaa° 4:59 was revealed, Jabir bin “Abdullah al- 
Ansari @, asked the Prophet #% who these °ali-l-’amri were. and 
the Prophet #% replied that the °ali-l-’amr were his “successors”. 
Now the word ‘successor’ also has a lot of baggage that comes with 
it both from the Sunni and the Shi‘ah position but from the Sufi per- 
spective it is not at ambiguious. It means those people who have the 
characteristics and behavior of the Prophet #% and actively manifest 
it at all times in their daily lives and have a direct initiatic connection. 
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Guiding our Actions 
“Ali x reported: “The Messenger of Allah #% said: ‘I am the city of 
knowledge and “Ali is its gate.” [at-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim] In 
another narration on the authority of “Ali x, the Prophet #% said: “I 
am the house of wisdom and “Ali x is its door.” [at-Tirmidhi] Also 
al-Bazzar, and at-Tabarani in his al-’Awsat, on the authority of Jabir 
bin “Abdullah, al-Hakim and al-°Uqayli in his al-Du’afa, as well as 
Ibn ‘Adi on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar, said ‘Ali x reported: “The 
Prophet % said: ‘I am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali x is its gate.’” 
Usb ples aball Histo LI 

[at-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim]. 

Yet another hadith on the same subject reads, 


Algal JOR Gyo Y) cod) Jaw sal ¥ wUgsls cles alal disse LI 
“T am the city of knowledge, and ‘Ali is its door. 


And in the light of those °ahadith consider the folowing * “ayat: 


SA Sei Gal eas 
wa°tu-l-buyita min °abawabiha wa °ttaqu-Ilaha la°allakum tuflihtin 


So enter houses by their doors 
and be aware of Allah, so that hopefully you will be successful. 
(Suratu-l-Baqarah 2:189) 

All of the tiérug, with one exception, trace their lineage directly 
back to the Prophet #% through ‘Ali x. When we say ‘lineage’ we 
mean there is a direct initiatic connection in an unbroken line from 
our living and physically present shaykh 3 to the Prophet 
through “Ali 8. So clearly it is our shuyukh who are the direct suc- 
cessors to the Prophet #% and they alone who have authority over us. 


In many of the siifi silasil or lines of connection to the Prophet #% 
one naturally finds many of what today, almost euphemistically, are 
called our pious ancestors (as-salaf/L!!), who were among the true 
successors of the Prophet #%, as well as the names of Shi‘ah °Imams 
2¢2 who also were truly his successors. And this in no way is contra- 
dictory nor is it problematic nor does is it a cause of consternation. 
As Sufis we are able to understand both the Sunni (and even some 
of the post ibn Taymiyya Sunnis) and the Shi‘a perspectives, even 
though they may differ because we know the Prophet #&% said, “The 
differences in my community are a blessing.” (al-Maqdasi). 
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Guiding our Actions 
For Sifis the question of who is the worldly ruler is, in a sense, 
beside the point. Obedience or disobedience is cognate with traffic 
lights, speed limits or the warnings on electrical devices or food 
pakages. What you do or don’t do is at your own risk and that is 
determined by both experience and clear and obvious danger. One 
must be aware of where one is and what the rules are. 


In one country not obeying the dhdlim or ruler (take your choice) 
may result in detention or death whilst in another, one may be able 
to get by with quite a lot (for a while). It all depends. 


These are the ones, which is to say the authentic living mashayukh, 
who truly have authority over us, but as for worldly rulers... 
well...it all depends. They are a natural phenomena and like storms, 
earthquakes, lightening, floods etc. they have to be taken into 
consideration if we are to stay alive but...for us that is all they are. 
We do not look to them for any real authority, by which we mean, 
spiritual authority, because for the most part, since the time of ‘Ali 
¥&, very few of them have had any form of spiritual authority. We 
also understand, because we have often witnessed it historically, 
that revolution frequently results in greater harm to the Muslims in 
general than to the rulers because it is the nature of rulers to be 
corrupt, despotic, cruel and tyranical. In short we don’t look to these 
people for anything in the realm of spiritual or religious authority. 
As the saying goes, “let the dogs bark and just hope they don’t bite.” 


As for the sincere young people who have showed their courage in 
standing up against the despots, our view is that “There is no 
prophet that was sent to a nation before me 2% except that he had 
helpers and companions. They would follow his way and implement 
his orders. After them came generations that would say what they 
did not do and do what they did not say. Whoever struggled against 
them with his hand is a believer. Whoever struggled against them 
with his tongue is a believer. And whoever struggled against them 
with his heart is a believer. Beyond that there is no faith, even 
equivalent to the amount of a mustard seed... “ (Muslim) 

Here I would like to quote three °ayat, the application of which, I 
believe, offers a real way out of the intolerable situation in which 
we find ourselves as Muslims in this time when the Signs are all 
around us and it is difficult to know how to proceed. 
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Guiding our Actions 
Ai Ne Seah oe. Jae 


wa °idha ja saka-l-ladbina yu°minuna sae ain 
fa-qul salamun ‘alaykum 
kataba rabbukum ‘ala nafsihi-r-rahmah 
And when those who believe in Our revelations come to you, 
Say: Peace be unto you! 


Your Lord has written Mercy on His Self. 
(Stratu-]-°An‘°am 6:54) 


mo: 
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wa maa °arsalnakaa eet alamin 


And We have not sent you except as a Mercy for all the worlds. 
(Stratu-l-°Ambiyaa’ 21:107) 


pmo: 
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wa kadbalika j ja°alnakum °ummatan wasatan 
li-taktnt shuhadaa’a “ala-n-nasi 
wa yakiina-r-rasilu “alaykum shahida 
Thus We have appointed you a middle nation, 
that you might be witnesses over mankind, 
and that the messenger may be a witness over you. 
(Sirau-l-Bagarah 2:143) 
=o Mo 


What I find compelling about these three °ayat, and why I say that it 
seems they may show a real way out of the intolerable situation in 


which we find ourselves as Muslims in this time, is that in these 


three °ayat are found very important principles for a way forward. 


The first is that Allah 3% has prescribed or ‘written’ Mercy upon 
His own being, and the second is that Allah 3% has sent the Prophet 


&% specifically as a Mercy to the entire creation. 
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Guiding our Actions 
In the first place it brings us to understand that the principle under- 
lying the entire creation is Mercy. The proof of this is that the Cre- 
ator 3 has prescribed that Mercy (rahmah/4=,5) for Himself. 


Having made clear to us that He Himself 3%, in essence, is that 
Mercy, He then clarifies for us that He has sent from Himself 2 
His Emisary, His Herald, His Message Bearer g&& to the entirety of 
creation, (al-‘alamin/j++1L)), in the form of a human being to be 
that Mercy to all He 3% has created. 


From this we can understand that Mercy or Rahmah is both the very 
foundation of all of the Creation and Muhammad #% is the active 
principle appointed by the Creator as a mercy for all of the creation. 
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wa *innaka la‘ala khulugin “adbim 
And truly, you (0 Muhammad), 
are [created] on an exalted [standard of] character. 
(Suratu-l-Qalam 68:4) 
Now when we look at the °ayat we see that Allah 3% does not say, 
“We have sent you as a Mercy to the Muslims, much less Malikis or 
Hanafis or Shafi‘is or Hanbalis or Shi‘is or Sifis or Salafis or Wah- 
habis or Tablighis or °*Ikhwanis or men or women etc, but as Mercy 
to the entirety of Creation which, presumably, includes Jews, Chris- 
tains, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Taoists, Securalists, Modernists and 
even Atheists etc. or, for that matter, every human being. 


There is an hadith that tells how the Prophet #% even had mercy on a 
tree trunk, ““We were ordered to have mercy upon those who are on 
earth. ‘Who’ here denotes man, animal and inanimate objects as 
well. The Prophet #% even had mercy on inanimate objects. He @& 
used to deliver the khutbah leaning on a trunk, but he left it for a 
wooden pulpit made for him. 


“The companions in the mosque heard the trunk moaning because 
the Messenger #&% had left it. He 8 stopped the sermon, descended 
from the pulpit (minbar/,—4+—), and embraced the trunk to his noble 
chest until it stopped moaning. The Prophet % confided some 
words to the trunk until it stopped moaning, then he had it buried 
under the minbar. The companions asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
we Saw you talking to the tree trunk, what did you tell it?’ 
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Guiding our Actions 
“He # replied, ‘I told it: “Wouldn’t you love to be with me in par- 
adise”? So it stopped.’ By moaning the tree trunk showed that it 
longed for the Prophet #. He #&% in turn had mercy on that tree 
trunk by descending from the mimbar and embracing it.” 


He @& said, “The All-Merciful 3 has mercy on those who are mer- 
ciful. Have mercy on those who are on earth so that Allah 3% will 


”° 
have mercy on you. , ¢ 


o : Pgs ae = nh 
Keep 7 ENE 
Se poe ee ad kos ae Peat Bom ish oe 
KeSaLex se pal anole kt 
qada kana lakum fi rasili-Ilahi °uswatun hasanatun 
li-mafi kana yarju-llaha wa-l-yawma-l-°akhira 
wa dhakara-llaha kathira 
You have an excellent model in the Messenger of Allah, 
for all who put their hope in Allah and the Last Day 
and remember Allah much. 
(Stratu-l-Ahzab 33:21) 
Standing against the flood of evil and iniquity — insisting on the pri- 
mary message of the Prophet #& of ‘Mercy to all and malice toward 
none’ are the °awliya karam and the shuyikh, murshids and pirs of 
the many turugq, ta°ifah (44lL) and schools of tassawwuf (45-45). 


These are our lights in what is an increasingly dark age. 


The blessed strangers are those who find their way against the flood 
of evil and iniquity to the safety of their teachings and guidance. 


The zawiyah, ribat or tekke and the circles within them that the 
teachers of Mercy establish are the lifeboats that take the strangers 
lost in the oceans of evil and fitnah to the shores of Mercy. 


Those who seek Mercy in the present age should know they will 
seldom find that Mercy in the madrassahs or colleat ash-shari‘ah. 


If you want to find Mercy and the Teachings of Mercy you must 
seek out the Teachers of that Mercy and, in Truth, they are none 
other than the °awliya® karam and the shuytkh, murshids and pirs 
we have mentioned. 


These are the real °ili-l-’amr, those really in authority, and these 
are truly the people of the middle way; the people of heart who 
show way forward beyond the murderers, hijackers, takfiris etc. 
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kataba see “ala nafsihi- r-rahmah 
Your Lord has written Mercy on His Self. 
(Stratu-l-°An‘°am 6:54) 
“T was not sent to call down curses on people, but as a Mercy. I am 
Muhammad, who Praises Allah 3%, and Ahmad, who is praised by 
Allah 3%, and I am Hashr, the last Prophet in whose presence the 
people will gather. I am the Prophet of Repentance and the Prophet 
for whose sake the door of repentance will always remain open. 
I am the Prophet of Mercy who says, ‘The Most Merciful shows 
mercy to those who have mercy on others. Show mercy to those on 
earth, and the One beyond the heavens will show mercy to you.’” 


Oh Allah, the bodies of the lovers are humbled in their prostration 
and their hands are raised seeking even more from You. You have 
let them taste the sweetness of direct understanding and unveiling 
(tajaliyyat/~>\4t.4!!) and by that understanding their lives are immersed 
in goodness. You have made the bliss continue and opened the door 
of Your Gardens to them. You have allowed their hearts to visit 
Your Dominions. The love of all those who love is related to You 
and You Alone are the Cause of the yearning of all those still 
yearning. The hearts of the knowers (al-‘arifin) have melted for you 
and the hearts of the truthful ones (as-siddigin) and the sincere ones 
(al-mukhlisin) have intimacy (?uns) with You. This is the true way. 


> 5. ae ‘ 
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wa huwa-l-ghaftiru-l-wadtid — dhu-l-‘arshi-l-majid 
He is the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving, 
Lord of the Throne of Glory 
(Siratu-l-Burtj 86:14-15) 
And what is that Throne but the heart of the believer? In accord 
with the well-known Hadith Qudsi, “Nothing contains My Glory, 
My Lights, My Manifestations except the heart of the believer, for 
nothing can contain Me but the heart of the believer.” 
co iMcad Sesall ila 
wa qalba-l-mumin baytu-r-rabb 
And the heart of the believer is the house of Allah. 
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°Abii Darda & narrates the the Prophet #% said, 


“Truly Allah 3& says, 
‘Tam Allah besides Whom there is no deity. but Me. 
I am the King of kings. 
The hearts of kings are in My Hand. 
When people obey Me, 
I open the hearts of the kings toward them with Mercy and Love. 
When people disobey me, 
I turn the hearts of the kings towards wrath and tyranny. 
Then they (the rulers) inflict terrible tyranny upon them. 
So do not (waste your time) cursing the rulers. 
Rather, involve yours selves with dbhikr and humility 
so that I may protect you against (the tyranny) of your rulers.’” 
Mujam al-Awsat of at-Tabarani 
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